ing further sanctioned. But, in addition, being caugnt is more iemp( contiguous with the act and presumably more easily related tc substance of the act. There are subtle psychological and civil libert plications of this point that might merit attention in a more inte treatise on early sanctions.
We should also consider the relationship of early sanctions to chroi of delinquency. While there is a relationship between chronic delinqi and detection and sanction, it is equally true that being caught has properties of an accidental event. Because the vast majority of delim acts go undetected, detection is, in large part, a matter of beatin odds, and the same must ipso facto be true of sanctions. Under thes cumstances, the impact of any given early sanction within a conte chronic misbehavior must combat a string of nonsanctioned acts. Th plicit calculus of the chronic perpetrator may well label the sanction i event, thus discounting its deterrent effect.
Finally, with respect to these issues, there is a summary implicati some importance: if early sanctions do have a teaching impact, it ma; be upon those who need it least. Juveniles whose acts are most detec and therefore are most likely to connect the act and the sanction (the chronic juveniles), who are most likely to perceive higher odds o\ leading to negative consequences (the criminally unsophisticated), who are most likely to accept the legitimacy of sanctions from ji system officials are probably those least likely to continue in delim careers. If a youngster is easy to detect, easy to apprehend, easy to tion, and likely to learn from the experience, he or she may well b most natural dropout from delinquency in any case. It is a question < pending a disproportionate level of sanctioning resources on the ' positives."
4For an interesting view on the young adult level, see Hart (1979). See also Azrin an (1966) for experimental verification of this point and many others dealing with the pr< of punishment.t may result from the act of enforcing one's "protection" racket on a local playground.
